Fund from January 1929, ran its Anaesthetics Appeal Fund, which was used to give grants to hospitals for anaesthetics and financing anaesthetist posts. Pain relief in childbirth was not at the time considered a priority by the medical profession. Lady George Cholmondeley, reporting on the Anaesthetics Appeal Fund in November 1929, stated that when it was first discussed in 1927, "most of the Hospitals were opposed to the use ofanaesthetics, chiefly owing to the fact that they considered beds and other vital necessities were required before anaesthetics and opinion as to the advisability of using chloroform was divided among the doctors".7
The principle that analgesia should be available in all cases led the fund to withhold a grant from the East End Hospital (despite it being a co-operating hospital) because the Medical Officer "only approved ofgiving anaesthetics in difficult and abnormal cases of labour."8 Mrs Baldwin suggested in February 1929 that the objective ofthe organization should be clarified by adding to the title, "and for Promoting the Use of Anaesthetics in Childbirth" but this was rejected as the executive committee felt that any change of name should shorten rather than lengthen it.9 The distribution of anaesthetics to hospitals did not, however, benefit that majority of women who had their babies at home, and one of the early proposals by Juliet, Lady Rhys-Williams, (whose name appears in the minutes from January 1930) was for an investigation into analgesia which could be administered by midwives without the presence of a medical practitioner. Chloroform 
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The National Birthday Trust Fund were sent to hospitals free and at a nominal charge (£5) to district nursing associations.
The records include reports on their use.15 This was financed by Robert McDougall, who had originally responded to a radio appeal by Mrs Baldwin in 1935, and donated shares to establish a fund in memory of his mother, Elizabeth, to be used for the distribution of gas and air machines.
After the introduction of the National Health Service, the NBTF concentrated on research into new techniques of obstetric analgesia. Between 1953 and 1956 Dr Hilda Roberts ran a research unit at Hammersmith Hospital supported by a scholarship from the NBTF, and produced several reports on the effects of analgesia for midwives. 16 The files of the Technical Advisory Committee include grant applications for orthodox medical research and correspondence with proponents of more idiosyncratic methods of pain relief.
The pre-war records of the NBTF illustrate many efforts to raise funds. The shilling fund was never relied on as the only source of donations and does not seem to have generated much income; the practice of reminding subscribers about their birthday contributions was abandoned in 1939.
Many women with influential connections were associated with the Trust in the 1930s and some ambitious fund-raising events were organized. Mrs Baldwin made two radio appeals (in 1929 and 1935) The National Birthday Trust Fund After the war the NBTF's role as a fund-raising body diminished. The income from investments was used to finance several medical research projects through its Technical Advisory Committee but the Fund is best known for its work on major medical surveys and government reports on maternity services. It contributed to the Survey of Childbearing carried out in 1946 by the Population Investigation Committee with the RCOG and from this study arose several surveys initiated and conducted by the NBTF. The archives include the records of the Fatigue Survey of 1950-1 and the Prematurity Survey a year later under Dr F. W. Martin.
An abortive attempt in 1954 to set up a comparative study of home and hospital births paved the way for the Perinatal Mortality Survey, in which all births in one week in March 1958 were recorded, including details of the mother's medical and social condition and the circumstances of the birth. This huge undertaking, under Professor Neville Butler, took more than three years of planning and resulted in two major reports2' and numerous follow-up studies. A pathology exhibit and analysis was also produced by Dr Claireaux.22 Full details of the planning and organization of this survey and its follow-up research (as well as that of the British Births Survey of 1970) are among the records at the Contemporary Medical Archives Centre.23
Also included are the records of the Joint Council on Midwifery. This was established in October 1933 on the initiative of the NBTF, which provided the secretariat and premises. The Council's report on "the Desirability of Establishing a Salaried Service of Midwives", published in February 1935, provided the impetus for the Midwives Act of 1936, which established the midwife as a salaried officer and paved the way for allowing the midwife to administer analgesic drugs. The papers include copious notes and drafts for this report in the hand of Lady Rhys-Williams, the NBTF representative on this body and its secretary.24
The JCM was also responsible for a remarkable survey of non-therapeutic abortions in the inter-war years. Reports on practice in other countries, and catalogues and samples of abortifacients were collected by a committee set up in October 1936. Fund during 1934 , 1935 and 1936 ', Public Health, April 1937 (SA/NBT/T.17/l/1).
27 Speaking at the AGM, 10 December 1968, the chairman Walter Gilbey spoke of Miss Riddick as "the cornerstone on which the Birthday Trust is built" (SA/NBT/C.13/2).
